Photography Essay
The photograph by Henri Cartier-Bresson ‘Behind the Gare Saint-Lazare capture a man leaping over a puddle in Paris. The photograph reflects the cultural and social ambience of Paris in the 20th century. The image fits in with the broader movement of humanist photography. Cartier- Bresson focuses on the urban setting which emphasise the everyday to the extraordinary. There is a dynamic diagonal line that contrasts with this horizontal and vertical lines of the puddle’s reflection created by the man’s leap. The puddle acts a reflection by doubling the man mid-leap, this adds symmetry and depth of the form. The mirror created by the puddle makes a visual balance and emphasise the moment of action. The reflection adds a layer of symmetry and abstraction that enhances the overall composition. The image is a perfect example of ‘decisive moment’ as it captures the movement frozen in time. The term ‘decisive moment’ is the meaning for the exact moment everything in the scene comes tougher to make an image. Bresson describes it as the moment when the composition, light and subject all align to capture the essence of the event or story in a single shot.
There is an opposition of the white and black tones which highlight contrast between the wet surface and the man. The black and white allow the viewer to focus on shadow, light, contrast and form. The man is framed off centre; this leads the eye through the photo and it emphasise the motion and balance of the leap. 
The photo capture an everyday movement and urban life in Paris. This photo highlights the interaction between the environment and the man in the photo. This spontaneous action emphasises the timing of the jump compared the city in the background. The leap can be seen as a metaphor of fleeting nature of moments in life. Adding the this the reflection can symbolise duality or the idea of parallel realities. The photo can also act as an analogy for the decisive moment, the image can make viewers think about the motion, time and interplay between reality and reflection, making it rich in symbolic meaning. It leaps can also suggest the human’s ability to navigate obstacles. 
He used a Leica 35mm camera which allowed him to be quick which is important to capture a candid moment.
Cartier-Bresson spends his days observing everyday life therefore known for his patience and sharp eye. The photo was taken at the exact moment the man took the leap which demonstrates his mastery of capturing the instant when all elements in the frame come together. 
The mood of the photograph is based off the immediacy and lightness that is balance with a contemplative undertone. The man leaping suggests joy and freedom however the surrounding environment introduce a sense of stillness and introspection. The monochrome palette enhances the mood and gives the image a timeless feel. 



      The photograph taken by Paul Strand shows a wide beach with a person carrying a surfboard with footprints seen in the sand and an overcast cloud heavy sky. This could show the oppositions of human v nature and the figure is small and vulnerable in comparison to the vast landscape. The footprints along with the tide coming in could connote a fleeting moment of temporal context of something that will soon disappear. The image tells a story of introspection of the surfer facing the water and the huge environment versus the figure taps into a man versus nature visual theme. This is a black-and-white landscape with a strong minimalist and moody aesthetic. The monochrome treatment emphasises tonality, texture, and contrast rather than color, giving it a timeless, contemplative feel. The lighting appears soft due to overcast skies, resulting in soft shadows and smooth tonal transitions. His modernist style means he kept the composition clean and balanced, juts the essential shapes and forms. Strand took this photo during a time when he was exploring everyday life and ordinary people, often focusing on the relationship between humans and their environment. The surfer on the beach represents a simple, natural moment, highlighting leisure and connection with nature in the early 20th century. During this time photography was shift in for the snapshots to serious at. The beach and surfer represent freedom, nature and human connection with the world. The photo is marked by a sharp focus and strong contrasts. The surfer is likely positioned to create a dynamic interaction. With the surrounding beaches and waves, showing both stillness and movement. The mood of the photo is calm and contemplative. It evokes a sense of peaceful solitude and harmony with nature. The quiet strength of the image in capturing authentic, unposed moments that reveal deeper truths about human life. The content of the picture focuses on a lone figure moving near the shore interacting with the natural environment. It captures the human for in relation to the vastness of the ocean and the beach. The image highlights the simplicity of the moment, a person preparing to engage with nature, embodying themes of solitude, strength and connection to the natural world. The suffers posture and the surroundings elements like waves and sand create a narrative bout balance, anticipation and harmony with the environment.
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